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Pursuant to 37 CTR 1.07 and 1 .08. the references listed on the enclosed form NO- 1440 
and or Substitute Form PTO-1440 ("form 1440**) are submitted for consideration bv the 
Kxaminer in the examination of the abo\ e-identilled patent application. 

1 he full consideration of the references in their entirety by the Kxaminer is respectfully 
requested and encouraged. Also, it is respectfully requested that the references be entered 
into the record of the present application and that the Kxaminer place his or her initials in the 
appropriate area on the enclosed f orm 1440. thereby indicating the Kxaminer" s consultation 
of each of the references. 

1 he submission of the references listed on the form 1440 is for the purpose ot providing a 
complete record and is not a concession that the references listed thereon are pnoi art lo the 
invention claimed in the patent application. I he right is expressly reserved to establish an 
invention date eailier than the above-identified filing date in order to remove an\ reference 
submitted herewith as prior art should it be deemed appropriate to do so. 

f urther, the submission of the references is not to be taken as a concession that am teUacnce 
represents art that i< relevant or analogous to the claimed invention. Accordingly the right to 
anuie that am reference is not properly within the scope of prior art relevant lo an 
examination of the claims in the above-identified application is also expresslv resen ed 

1 he Information Disclosure Statement is being tiled: 

" within anv one of the following tune periods iai within three months a ihc tiling 
date of a i.aiional application other than a continued prosecution apphc-.a mmi under 
; ^ C I R I ibi within three months »»t the date of entrv of the nation, ii -L.-e a> 

set lorth m ; ^ ( I R 1 4 ( M o! an international application: ic) before the maihuc date 
of a firsi ( M ike Action on the men is; or uh before the mai I mg of a fust ( >H u .. ^ iumi 
aftet the fume oi a request for continued examination under ; ^ C 'I K 1 . 1 1 4 
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after (a), (b). (c) or (J) above, but before the mailing date of a final action under 
37 CTR 1 . 1 ] 3. a Notice of Allowance under 3~ C ' I R 1.-11. or an action thai 
otherwise closes prosecution in the application, and includes ( ,nc of: 

„ the Statement under - CIR 1.^7(e) (see "Statement under - (IK l.^ici" 
below ). 

or 

I — ! the lee of SI SO set forth in 37 CIR 1.17(p) (see "Ices" below ). 

LJ after the mailing date of a final action under 37 CIR 1.113 or a Notice of Allowance 
under 37 C I R 1.31 1. or an action that otherwise closes prosecution in the application, 
and on or before payment of the issue tee. and includes the Statement under 
37 CIR 1.^7(0) (sec "Statement under 37 CI R 1 3>7(ef below ). and the tee of SI So as 
set forth in 37 CIR 1 . 1 7(p) (see "l ees'* below ). 

LJ after the mailing date of a Notice of Allowance under 37 C I R 1.31 1. and on or before 
payment of the issue fee. and within thirty days of receiving each item of information 
contained in the Information Disclosure Statement, and includes the Statement under 
37 C I R 1.704(d) (see "Statement under 37 CTR 1.704(d)" below), and the fee of 
SI 80 as set forth in 37 C I R 1.17(p) (see "f ees" below i 

NO Hi: I his is for original applications except applications tor a design patent, filed on or after 
Ma> 2000. wherein a paper containing only an Information Disclosure Statement in compliance 
with 3" O R I >r and I ^8 is heiiiL: tiled. 


C opies of the References 

[":] Copies of the references listed on the enclosed form 1440 are enclosed herewith. 
Attached to each reference not in the English language is a concise explanation of the 
rele\anee pursuant to 3 7 CI R l. l >S(an3). 

A cop\ ol the foreign search report is enclosed herewith. 

M 1 he reterenees listed on the enclosed form 1 44 c > were previously identified in the 
parent application! * ) of the present application, and copies of the reterenees were 
iurnished at that time. Accordingly, additional copies of the reterenees are not 
submitted herewith, so as not to burden the tile with duplicate copies of references. 
I he Cxaniincr is respectfully requested to carefully re\ iew the references m 
accordance with the requirements set out in the Manual of Patent I \ammme 
Procedure. In accordance with 37 CIR 1 .^S(d). the detail- of the parent application^) 
relied upon tor an earlier tiling date under 35 I SC 12(1 in which copies ot the 
reterenees were previously furnished are set out below: 
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Statement under 37 CFR 1.97(e) 

I I The undersigned herein states that each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was first cited in an\ communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign patent application not more than three 
months prior to the filing of the Information Disclosure Statement. 

; '■ I he undersigned herein states thai no item of information contained in the 

Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
office in a counterpart foreign patent application, and. to the knowledge of the 
undersigned after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to any indixidual designated in 
37 CTR 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the filing of the Information 
Disclosure Statement. 


Statement under 37 CFR 1.704(d) 

L ] I he undersigned hereby states that each item of information contained in the 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign patent 
ofiice in a counterpart application and that this communication was not recei\ed hv 
am indhidual designated in 3 7 CFR 1.56(c) more than thirty da\s prior to the filing 
o{ the Information Disclosure Statement. 


Fees 

C j No fee is owed tn the applicant! s ). 

M Hv IDS Fee of S180 under 37 CIR U7 ( p) is enclosed herewith 

Method of Pa> ment of Fees 

j Vt r.i*. lied is a check in the amount of S 
_j l harge Deposit Account No. 1 3- 1 .2 1 fi in the amount of S . I \ Jupl u.. ate cop> of 

tins communication is enclosed for that purpose.) 

Authorization to Charge Additional Fees 

ll ,;h\ additional tees jjv owed in connection with this commumcjtion. pNa^c charge 
1 poM! Account \o 13-13! K ( \ duplicate cop\ of this oMnmuniuiiUMi is enclosed 
purpose. 1 
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Instructions as to Overpayment 

( 'rcdit Account No. 12-1216. 
Refund 


Christopher 1 . Griffith. Ren. No. 33. 3 l >2 

I [ YDKi. Von\V: M AVI R. I. I'D. 

I wo Prudential Pla/.a. Suite 4W00 

I (SO North Stetson 

Chicago. Illinois h()MU-67X() 

(312) 616-5600 (telephone) 

(312) 616-5700 (facsimile) 

I )ale: No\ ember 2. 2oo i 


CI R I IMC A 1 1 : ( ) 1 1 N 1 A I L I NX r 

1 hereb> certiix that this IN I ( )RM A IK )N DISCL( )Sl Rh S I A 1 I Ml N I (along with 
am documents referred to as being attached or enclosed) is being deposited with the \ nited 
States Postal Sei\ice on the date shown below with sufficient postage as first clas- mail in an 
en\ elope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents. W ashington. D.C. 20231. 


Date: 


